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Thus one of these governors was strangled, and others
exiled. Finally, to complete the misery of the people,
the currency was debased and huge monopolies inter-
rupted the ordinary course of commerce.

Bad as the Phanariotes were according to the
unanimous testimony of their contemporaries, they
were not all black. Nicholas Mavrocordato, for
example, the first of them who ruled in Wallachia,
showed himself the friend of the peasants by abolish-
ing the bands of retainers which the boyants kept at
their beck and call. This blow at the feudal system
was followed by the establishment of law and order
throughout the principality. Another Wallachian
governor, Constantine Mavrocordato, further weakened
the power of the native nobles by transferring their
serfs to the new Greek aristocracy which had grown
up under the protection of the Phanariote rulers.
The change was of doubtful advantage to the pea-
santry, but it was a source of great strength to the
Government. Other governors left their mark on the
principalities by erecting fine public buildings and
founding large charitable institutions, and occasionally
the alien ruler proved a better patriot than the native
nobility, the u sleeping dogs," as the people called
them.

The chief political events of the Phanariote period
were the Russo-Turkish wars, by which the two
principalities were deeply affected. The abortive
campaign of Peter the Great in 1711 had only served
to stimulate the desire of his successors for the de-
velopment of their Empire. But it was not till 1736
that the Russians made a second attempt to acquire